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Kissing Bridge, Glenwood. 


By Ethelyn Weller 


Colden is a very beautiful town. The 
Indians loved to travel and hunt over 
its hills and valleys, and it has been 
claimed in its day by the French and 
the English. Its actual settlement by 
permanent pioneers, however, was slow 
as its soil contained much gravel and so 
did not attract families interested in 
farming. 


It is believed that the small town was 
named after Cadwallader D. Colden. 
He was Scottish-American and, for a 
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time, practiced medicine in the State of 
Pennsylvania. He later settled in New- 
burgh, New York, and in 1761 became 
Lieutenant-Governor of New York 
State, a post he held for the rest of his 
life. He wrote several books and was a 
botanist of considerable fame. 


The Town of Colden was formed 
from Holland on April 2, 1827. Hol- 
land had been separated from Willink 
on April 15, 1818. Willink at first 
covered several millions of acres but as 
time went on, it was divided into 
smaller towns and at last lost its ident- 
ity to become the Town of Aurora. 


Many sales for farms were negotiated 
through the Holland Land Company. 
The first white pioneer to come into 
the Colden area was Richard Buffum, 
who came in 1810 from Rhode Island. 
He settled on a farm on the site of the 
present community of Colden and built 
a large log cabin there. Although he 
had come from Rhode Island, his fam- 
ily had been in America for several 
generations, having come originally 
from Yorkshire, England, to Massachu- 
setts in 1634. 


He was accompanied by his wife, 11 
children and six hired men. Some of 
the men remained to become perma- 
nent residents of Colden, but others 
moved on to become well-known in 
some of the other nearby Erie County 
towns. 


Buffum took good care of his sons 
and his hired men. He _ purchased 
2,000 acres of land and at once trans- 
ferred 100 acres to each of his sons and 
the same amount to each of the men 
who had accompanied him to the new 
settlement. 


In later years a trail was blazed that 
was said to mark the way Buffum and 
his group came into the territory in 
1810. It has been named “Buffum’s 
Trail” and is much used today by 
campers, hikers, and hunters. In 1935, 
Girl Scouts of Troop 1 of Colden 
marked this trail officially. However, 
there has been some doubt whether 
Buffum actually came into the area 
over this exact route. 


Another pioneer who came into the 
town in 1810 was John D. Gould, fol- 
lowed the next year by Richard Sweet, 
brother of James, who was one of Buf- 
fum’s hired men. Richard Sweet be- 
came his son-in-law when he married 
Buffum’s daughter, Marie. James had 


Buffum’s farmhouse was first inn and post office. 


previously married Charlotte Buffum, 
and this had been the first wedding in 
the Town of Colden. From that time 
on, each year brought more settlers to 
Colden to settle near the Buffum mill. 


Early records of Colden have been 
lost but it is known that there was a 
town meeting held soon after the for- 
mation of the town, and Silas Lewis, a 
Methodist minister, was elected as the 
first supervisor, holding this office for 
three years. 


Another name in the town was estab- 
lished at about this same time. One of 
Colden’s main waterways, Cazenovia 
Creek, was named after Theophilus 
Cazenove, general agent of the Holland 
Land Company. 


Buffum was ambitious and sincerely 
interested in the growth of his new 
home area. In 1814, he and another 
pioneer, James Bloomfield, built a 
grist mill, and as usually happened, 
several families settled near the mill. 
They called it “Buffum’s Mills.” The 
mill was later sold several times and fin- 
ally burned in 1868. In 1822, three of 
Buffum’s sons — Wheeler, James, and 
Joseph moved to a new section in the 


northwest part of the town, starting a 
settlement there. 


Colden did not have a post office un- 
ul 1830, three years after the town was 
separated from Holland. Leander J. 
Roberts was the first postmaster and 
kept the post office in his house for 
three years. It was then moved to Buf- 
fum’s Mills, when the name ‘‘Colden”’ 
was formally adopted, and Richard Buf- 
fum was made postmaster. He also 
built the first tavern in the village in 
1828, and this remained in business 
until 1860, when it was remodeled into 
a residence. 


One thing is sure in the history of 
these early towns — there was never 
any lack of taverns. They became social 
centers and meeting places for the men 
of the town. All important local ques- 
tions were discussed here, and politics 
was very often a warm subject. Travel- 
ers who stopped took the place of news- 
papers in dispensing news and gossip 
of the area. Thus it was often an am- 
bition of a settler to open a tavern for 
the tavern owner often became an im- 
portant person in the community. 


The site of the Village of Glenwood 
began when 15,000 acres of land were 
purchased from the Holland Land 
Company about 1835 by Samuel B. 
Love and Benjamin Maltby of Colden 
and Stephen Osborn of Newstead who 
had formed a partnership. Maltby built 
a saw mill, and for the next several 
years these men sold this land to 
settlers. 


In Glenwood other small businesses 
soon developed. Love built a tannery 
in 1840 which bought hides from the 
farmers as well as the hemlock bark 
used in the tanning process. His part- 
ner, Maltby, opened a store in 1849 
which he conducted for 15 years. About 
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this same time a post office was opened 
in Glenwood in Maltby’s store, and he 
served as the first postmaster. 


There were other stores in Colden, 
and cheese, box, and barrel factories 
were built, but the area steadily devel- 
oped into a dairy farming section. At 
one time there were five cheese factories 
in the town. This was a usual thing in 
those early days of dairying when re- 
frigeration was almost impossible. 
Transportation facilities were poor for 
moving milk and cream from the farms, 
and so these products were used locally, 
as much as was possible. 


The forests also furnished early set- 
tlers with two rather unique industries. 
One in Colden was the setting up of 
charcoal pits, handled by men who were 
experienced in this work and who 
traveled from town to town. This be- 
came quite a business. There were 
local charcoal works where this pro- 
duct would be reburned and graded 
and then shipped out to other plants to 
be used for distilling purposes. The 
Colden charcoal plant was forced to 
close as the virgin woodlands disap- 
peared. 


The other industry was one rather 
common in those early days — the sale 
of wood ashes to small factories called 
“asheries.”” Here the ashes were pro- 
cessed into a white powder sometimes 
called “pearl ash,” and for some time 
this was in demand by soap manufac- 
turers who made a crude type of laun- 
dry soap, as well as lye and other pro- 
ducts from the ash. Often this pearl 
ash was the only “money crop” of the 
early settler in Western New York for 
the first years he was clearing his farm 
land. 


Other early businesses in Colden in- 
cluded a livery stable which was part 


of the Colden Hotel and is now a mod- 
ern fire hall. There was also a black- 
smith shop, long gone, but now the 
site of a new Town Hall. There was 
also a bottling works. This building is 
still in use, but it is now a public gar- 
age with an apartment on the upper 
floor. An old harness shop became the 
site of Lodge No. 255, F. & A. M. 


Some of the mills manufactured 
washing machines, spinning wheels, 
ironing boards, shingles, and even cof- 
fins. A product that many did not 
realize as coming from Colden was the 
manufacture of pier fenders, used at 
that time in the Buffalo harbor for 
docking boats. 


Several buildings in Colden were 
built from bricks produced in the kiln 
of a local concern. One of these was a 
small department store which carried 


Colden Methodist Church. 


a varied stock including furniture, 
china, wearing apparel for both men 
and women, and all the different types 
of “staple” goods. Purchases could be 
paid for in cash or if necessary there 
might be bartering of store merchan- 
dise for farm products. This store be- 
came known as the “Brick Store.” This 
building has now been converted into 
a hardware store and a surveyor’s office. 


To provide entertainment for the 
“younger set” at the turn of the cen- 
tury, there was a roller skating rink on 
the upper floor of an old cheese factory. 
Today this old building is a private 
home. 


In 1849 a charter was granted to the 
people of Colden allowing them to 
build a plank road which was known 
as the Cattaraugus & Buffalo Plank 
Road. This was a toll road, and gates 
were installed every few miles. The 
cost of maintenance of the road was 
high, however, and tolls came through 
slowly. The company failed, and the 
road was later covered with gravel. Re- 
cently it has been widened and paved 
and is the present Route 240. 


A brick road was completed in the 
town in 1912, but this also did not hold 
up as a successful road and was replaced 
with a more modern thoroughfare sev- 
eral years later. The building of 
bridges was an important part of any 
town’s history. These bridges were 
usually narrow and crudely made of 
hand-hewn logs. Some were later re- 
placed by iron spans as modern trans- 
portation needs demanded. 


Colden was only one town in Erie 
County with its “Kissing Bridge,” a 
very plain, red, one-lane, covered 
bridge, but people liked it. It was too 
narrow for any traffic wider than a load 
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of hay and this had difficulty in getting 
through in the winter. The bridge, be- 
ing covered, stayed dry, and if the hay 
was on a sleigh it was hard for the run- 
ners. Often it was necessary to unload 
the hay at one end, carry it across on a 
cart, and reload it at the other end of 
the bridge. However, the bridge had 
other uses beside hauling hay. It was 
generally used by everybody wishing to 
cross the creek so bulletin boards were 
set up in spaces at the bridge entrances 
and notices posted of auctions, town 
meetings, dances, and all kinds of other 
social events about to take place in the 
area. What proved to be very enter- 
taining where the ads for patent medi- 
cine shows, which gave away prizes and 
offered cures for just about every ail- 
ment. It is very doubtful if a medicine 
that was recommended for corns would 
also cure the common cold, but the 
people were happy with the traveling 
shows, and that was all that mattered. 


As with all these pioneers, schools 
and churches were very important. 


After the usual small school of the 
times, Colden erected a grade school in 
1885. Later both Colden and Glen- 
wood had elementary schools, with high 
school students going by bus to Spring- 
ville’s Griffith Institute. Today these 
schools are centralized within the 
Springville School System. 


As for churches, a Methodist society 
was formed in Colden in 1849, but it 
was not until 1858 that this congrega- 
tion was legally organized, and a church 
was built the next year. A Free Metho- 
dist Church was organized in Colden 
in 1871. Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Church was organized in 1912, and in 
1921 the Redeemer Lutheran Society 
was formed. 


A Congregational Society was formed 
in Glenwood in 1829. The first meet- 
ings were held in a log school house, 
but a church was finally erected in 
1847. This burned in 1859, but was 
rebuilt the next summer. In 1878, the 
Presbyterian faith was adopted and re- 
placed the Congregational Society. 


WBEN-TV and WBEN-FM signals 
are transmitted from Colden tower. 


The Colden Volunteer Fire Com- 
pany was organized in 1903, and a hall 
was built in 1935. The equipment 
soon included a new fire truck and 
three pumpers. While there is just one 
department in Colden, there are two 
fire stations. 


The first railroad through the town 
was the old B. R. & P. (Buffalo, Roches- 
ter & Pittsburgh) which was later ab- 
sorbed by the B. & O. (Baltimore and 
Ohio). Today these trains are limited 
to freight service only. 


More modern industries and_ busi- 
nesses are now a part of Colden’s his- 
tory. The advent of the automobile 
promoted its own following, and at one 
time there was quite a famous racing 
event which took place in the town. 
This was the old Glenwood Hill climb 
up winding Murray Road in the early 
years of the Sports Car Club of Amer- 
ica. Enthusiasts held this race for three 
years but the crowds grew too large, the 
hill was considered too small and the 
road too rough to continue the annual 
“climb.” 


Colden and Glenwood have had elec- 
tric service for many years and have re- 
cently installed an excellent system of 
street lighting. Also, there have been 
gas mains in the town for many years, 
and for the past several years the Iro- 
quois Gas Company has maintained 
large gas storage tanks in Colden for 
winter gas consumption in the area. 
Gas is pumped in during the summer 
and used during the cold months. 


Colden has become a center for a 
listening and viewing audience of over 
40 million people with the installation 
of two television towers by Buffalo tele- 
vision stations. This area has proved to 
be ideal for this purpose because of the 


height above sea level and a lack of in- 
terference. Station WBEN erected the 
first tower, going on the air in 1952. It 
made the first color broadcast from this 
tower in March 1954. Station WKBW 
erected a similar tower of 1072 feet at 
ground level during the summer of 
1958. 


In recent years ski resorts have be- 
come a major business in the town. 
Colden has changed from an agricul- 
tural center with dairying the major 
industry to a_recreational-residential 
community. It is alert to new trends 
and has made every effort to provide 
its residents with all services possible. 
There are many fine homes, and it has 
Roa become very attractive to city dwellers 
22 So hei in search of beauty and privacy, both in 
Colden resident tapping maple trees for syrup. the summer and winter months. 


Kissing Bridge skiers. 
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